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The nest was about 6 ft above the ground and was directly in view from our kitchen window, making observation of the nesting activities quite convenient.
On 8 May 1966, I observed one of the parent Robins returning to the nest with an unusually large object in its beak. The adult bird began poking the large object into the mouth of one of its three nestlings. I stepped outside to obtain a closer look and the parent bird flew off. The nestling was struggling in its efforts to swallow the object which I was able to lift out and examine carefully. We listened to the bird sing several times, then whistled in imitation of his song. The bird flew shrew to the mouth of the nestling and observed the bird from my house. As the Robin was quite small, not yet fledged, I doubted its ability to engulf such a large food item, but after 5-10 min, it swallowed the shrew.
The following morning I saw one of the adult Robins fly to our doorstep beneath the nest with what appeared to be another shrew in its beak. As I observed closely, the adult flew to the nest, presented the object to one of the nestlings, then flew off. Again I lifted the object from the mouth of the nestling, examined it closely and identified it as a shrew. I returned the shrew to the young Robin and it was subsequently swallowed with some effort.
In both cases the shrew showed no signs of life and appeared to be swallowed head first.
Since there are several species of shrews in the locality, I cannot be sure which species was taken. It is not known whether the Robins found these animals dead or took them alive while foraging for food in the nearby pastures and meadows.
I wish to thank Dr. Charles H. Trost for his helpful suggestions and critical reading of the manuscript. 
